HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1648, 1708, 1741, PRINTER S NO. 1784

1757

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1139 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SCARNATI, BRI GHTBI LL, ROBBI NS, PICCOLA, EARLL,
CORVAN, KASUNI C, WONDERLI NG, PUNT, D. WHI TE, PIPPY, M VH TE
WOZNI AK, ARMSTRONG, VENGER, KUKOVI CH, THOWPSON, LEMMOND AND
GORDNER, MAY 26, 2004

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JULY 1, 2004
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Novenber 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), entitled
"An act establishing a uniformconstruction code; 1 nposing
powers and duties on nunicipalities and the Departnent of
Labor and I ndustry; providing for enforcenment; inposing
penal ti es; and meki ng repeal s,” further providing for
definitions, for application of act, for adoption of
regul ations, for admnistration and enforcenent, for changes
in Uniform Construction Code and for exenptions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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2y T  nd e o hall take off

SECH-ON-8——TH-S-ACTHSHALL - TAKE-EFFECTHMVEBHATEL Y- <—
SECTION 1. THE DEFI NI TI ONS OF "AGRI CULTURAL BUI LDI NG' AND <—

"UTILITY AND M SCELLANEQUS USE STRUCTURES" | N SECTI ON 103 OF THE
ACT OF NOVEMBER 10, 1999 (P.L.491, NO 45), KNOMW AS THE
PENNSYLVANI A CONSTRUCTI ON CODE ACT, ARE AMENDED AND THE SECTI ON
I S AMENDED BY ADDI NG DEFI NI TI ONS TO READ:

SECTI ON 103. DEFI NI TI ONS.

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N TH S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

"ADDI TI ON. " AN EXTENSI ON OR I NCREASE IN FLOOR AREA OR HEI GHT

OF A BU LDI NG OR STRUCTURE.

* * %

"AGRI CULTURAL BUI LDI NG " A STRUCTURE UTI LI ZED TO STORE FARM
| MPLEMENTS, HAY, FEED, GRAIN OR OTHER AGRI CULTURAL OR
HORTI CULTURAL PRODUCTS OR TO HOUSE POULTRY, LIVESTOCK OR OTHER
FARM ANI MALS[.] AND A M LK HOUSE. THE TERM | NCLUDES A CARRI AGE

HOUSE OMNED AND USED BY MEMBERS OF A RECOGNI ZED RELI G OQUS SECT

FOR THE PURPOSES OF HOUSI NG HORSES AND STORI NG BUGHE ES. THE TERM

SHALL NOT | NCLUDE HABI TABLE SPACE OR SPACES | N WH CH
AGRI CULTURAL PRODUCTS ARE PROCESSED, TREATED OR PACKAGED AND
SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO MEAN A PLACE OF OCCUPANCY BY THE
GENERAL PUBLI C.

"ALTERATI ON. " ANY CONSTRUCTI ON OR RENOVATI ON TO AN EXI STI NG

STRUCTURE OTHER THAN REPAI R OR ADDI TI ON.

* * %

"RECREATI ONAL CABIN. " A STRUCTURE VHI CH | S:

2004051139B1784 - 10 -
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(1) UTILIZED PRI NCI PALLY FOR RECREATI ONAL ACTI VI TY;

(2) NOT UTILIZED AS A DOM CI LE OR RESI DENCE FOR ANY

I NDI VI DUAL_FOR ANY TI ME PERI OD;

(3)  NOT UTILIZED FOR COMVERCI AL PURPOSES;

(4) NOT GREATER THAN TWO STORIES | N HEI GHT, EXCLUDI NG

BASEMENT:

(5) NOT UTILIZED BY THE OANER OR ANY OTHER PERSON AS A

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT;

(6) NOT A MAILING ADDRESS FOR BILLS AND CORRESPONDENCE;

AND
(7) NOT LISTED AS AN I NDI VIDUAL'S PLACE OF RESI DENCE ON

A TAX RETURN, DRIVER S LI CENSE, CAR REG STRATI ON OR VOTER

REG STRATI ON.

"REPAIR. " THE RECONSTRUCTI ON OR RENEWAL OF ANY PART OF AN

EXI STI NG BUI LDI NG FOR THE PURPGCSE OF I TS MAI NTENANCE.

"RESI DENTI AL _BUI LDI NG " DETACHED ONE-FAM LY AND TWO- FAM LY

DVELLI NGS AND MULTIPLE SINGLE-FAM LY DVELLI NGS VWH CH ARE NOT

MORE THAN THREE STORIES IN HEI GHT W TH A SEPARATE MEANS OF

EGRESS VWHI CH | NCLUDES ACCESSORY STRUCTURES.

* * %

"UTI LI TY AND M SCELLANEOUS USE STRUCTURES." BUI LDI NGS OR
STRUCTURES OF AN ACCESSORY CHARACTER AND M SCELLANEOUS
STRUCTURES NOT CLASSI FI ED BY THE BUI LDI NG OFFI Cl ALS AND CODE
ADM NI STRATORS | NTERNATI ONAL, I NC., | N ANY SPECI FI C USE GROUP.
THE TERM | NCLUDES CARPORTS, DETACHED PRI VATE GARAGES,
GREENHOUSES AND SHEDS HAVI NG A BUI LDI NG AREA LESS THAN [ 500]
1,000 SQUARE FEET. THE TERM DOES NOT | NCLUDE SW MM NG POOLS OR
SPAS.

SECTION 2. SECTI ON 104(B) OF THE ACT |'S AMVENDED AND THE
SECTI ON | S AVENDED BY ADDI NG A SUBSECTI ON TO READ:

2004051139B1784 - 11 -



1 SECTION 104. APPLI CATI ON.

2 * x %

3 (B) EXCLUSIONS.--THI S ACT SHALL NOT APPLY TO

4 (1) NEWBU LD NGS OR RENOVATI ONS TO EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS
5 FOR WHI CH AN APPLI CATI ON FOR A BUI LDI NG PERM T HAS BEEN MADE
6 TO THE MUNI Cl PALI TY PRI OR TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE

7 REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED UNDER THI S ACT;

8 (2) NEW BU LD NGS OR RENOVATI ONS TO EXI STI NG BUI LDI NGS
9 ON WH CH A CONTRACT FOR DESI GN OR CONSTRUCTI ON HAS BEEN

10 SI GNED PRI OR TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE REGULATI ONS

11 PROMULGATED UNDER THI S ACT ON PRQIECTS REQUI RI NG DEPARTMENT
12 APPROVAL;

13 (3) UTILITY AND M SCELLANEQUS USE STRUCTURES THAT ARE
14 ACCESSCRY TO DETACHED ONE- FAM LY DVELLI NGS; [ OR]

15 (4) ANY AGRI CULTURAL BU LD NG_

16 (5) ALTERATIONS TO RESI DENTI AL_BUI LDI NGS WHI CH DO NOT
17 MAKE STRUCTURAL CHANGES OR CHANGES TO MEANS OF EGRESS, EXCEPT
18 AS M GHT BE REQUI RED BY ORDI NANCES IN EFFECT PURSUANT TO

19 SECTI ON 303(B) (1) OR ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 503. FOR

20 PURPOSES OF THI S PARAGRAPH, A STRUCTURAL CHANGE DOES NOT

21 I NCLUDE A M NOR FRAM NG CHANGE NEEDED TO REPLACE EXI STI NG
22 W NDOWS OR DOORS;

23 (6) REPAIRS TO RESIDENTIAL BU LDI NGS, EXCEPT AS M GHAT BE
24 REQUI RED BY ORDI NANCES | N EFFECT PURSUANT TO SECTI ON

25 303(B) (1) OR ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 503;

26 (7) ANY RECREATIONAL CABIN I F:

27 (1) THE CABIN IS EQUI PPED W TH AT LEAST ONE SMXXE
28 DETECTOR, ONE_FI RE EXTI NGUI SHER AND ONE_CARBON MONOXI DE
29 DETECTOR IN BOTH THE KI TCHEN AND SLEEPI NG QUARTERS; AND
30 (1) THE OMNER OF THE CABIN FILES WTH THE

2004051139B1784 - 12 -



1 MUNI Cl PALI TY_El THER
2 (A) AN AFFI DAVIT ON A FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE

3 DEPARTMVENT ATTESTI NG TO THE FACT THAT THE CABIN MEETS
4 THE DEFI NI TION OF A "RECREATI ONAL CABIN' | N SECTI ON
S 103; OR

6 (B) A VALI D PROOF OF | NSURANCE FOR THE

7 RECREATI ONAL CABI N, WRI TTEN AND | SSUED BY AN | NSURER
8 AUTHORI ZED TO DO BUSI NESS I N THI S COVVONVEAL TH,

9 STATI NG THAT THE STRUCTURE MEETS THE DEFI NI TION OF A
10 " RECREATI ONAL CABI N' _AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 103.

11 (B.1) CONTI NUI TY OF EXCLUSI ON. - -

12 (1) 1F A RECREATI ONAL CABIN IS SUBJECT TO EXCLUSI ON

13 UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B) (7)., UPON TRANSFER OF OWNERSHI P OF THE

14 RECREATI ONAL CABI N, WRI TTEN NOTI CE MUST BE PROVI DED | N THE

15 SALES AGREEMENT AND THE DEED THAT THE RECREATI ONAL CABI N:

16 (1) 1S EXEMPT FROM THI S ACT;

17 (11) MAY NOT BE | N CONFORMANCE W TH THE UNI FORM

18 CONSTRUCTI ON_ CODE;  AND

19 (I11) 1S NOT_SUBJECT TO MUNI Cl PAL REGULATI ON.

20 (2) FAILURE TO COVPLY W TH THE NOTI CE REQUI REMENT UNDER
21 PARAGRAPH (1) SHALL RENDER THE SALE VO DABLE AT THE OPTI ON OF
22 THE PURCHASER

23 x %

24 SECTI ON 3. SECTI ON 301(A) OF THE ACT |'S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A
25 PARAGRAPH TO READ:

26 SECTION 301. ADOPTI ON BY REGULATI ONS.

27 (A) REGULATI ONS. - -

)8 x %

29 (8) THE REGULATI ONS SHALL EXCLUDE SECTI ON R313.1.1 CF

30 THE 2003 | NTERNATI ONAL RESI DENTI AL CODE_FOR ONE- AND TWO-

2004051139B1784 - 13 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

FAM LY DWELLI NGS OR I TS SUCCESSOR CODE FROM APPLYI NG TO

EXI STING ONE-FAM LY AND TWO- FAM LY UNIT DVELLI NGS UNDERGO NG

ALTERATI ONS, REPAI RS OR ADDI TI ONS BUT SHALL | NCLUDE

PROVI SI ONS REQUI RI NG NON- | NTERCONNECTED BATTERY- OPERATED

SMOKE_ALARMS I|N ONEFFAM LY AND TWO-FAM LY DWELLINGS IN

ACCORDANCE W TH SECTION R313.1.1 OF THE 2003 | NTERNATI ONAL

RESI DENTI AL CODE FOR ONE- AND TWO- FAM LY DWELLI NGS.

* * %

SECTI ON 4. SECTION 501 OF THE ACT |'S AMENDED BY ADDI NG
SUBSECTI ONS TO READ:
SECTI ON 501. ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT.

* * %

(A.1) COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS. - - NOTW THSTANDI NG THE

PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTION (A), A MUNICIPALITY LOCATED WTHI N A

COUNTY OF THE SECOND CLASS SHALL NOT_ADM NI STER AND ENFORCE

PLUMBI NG CODE_PROVI SI ONS_OF AN ORDI NANCE ADCPTI NG THE UNI FORM

CONSTRUCTI ON CODE AND | NCORPORATED CODES FOR THE PURPGSES OF

SECTI ON 302(A). A COUNTY OF THE SECOND CLASS THAT HAS ADOPTED A

PLUVMBI NG CODE_AND ACCOVPANYI NG RULES AND REGULATI ONS, PURSUANT

TO THE ACT OF AUGUST 24, 1951 (P.L.1304, NO 315), KNOMWN AS THE

LOCAL HEALTH ADM NI STRATION LAW SHALL RETAIN THE AUTHORI TY TO

PROVULGATE AND ENFORCE SUCH PLUMBI NG CODE AND TO MAKE SUCH

CHANGES AS | T DEEMS NECESSARY, PROVI DED THAT SUCH CHANGES MEET

THE M NI MUM REQUI REMENTS AS DEFINED IN THE UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON

(G TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO MUNI CI PALITIES. - - THE GOVERNOR' S

CENTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNVENT SERVI CES | N THE DEPARTMENT OF

COMVUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT SHALL BE THE PRI NCI PAL AGENCY

FOR DEVELOPI NG AND PROVI DI NG TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO

2004051139B1784 - 14 -
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VMUNI Cl PALI TI ES FOR | MPLEMENTI NG, ADM NI STRATI NG AND ENFORCI NG

THE PROVISIONS OF THI S ACT.

SECTION 5. SECTI ONS 503(A) AND (C) AND 701(B) AND (D) OF THE
ACT ARE AMENDED TO READ:
SECTI ON 503. CHANGES | N UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON CODE.

(A) ADM NI STRATI ON. - - MUNI CI PALI TI ES MAY ENACT ORDI NANCES
WH CH EQUAL OR EXCEED THE M NI MUM REQUI REMENTS OF CHAPTER 1 OF
THE 1999 BOCA NATI ONAL BUI LDI NG CODE, FOURTEENTH EDI TI ON, OR
SUCCESSOR CODES, RELATI NG TO ADM NI STRATI ON CONSI STENT W TH THE

PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON 501(C).

* x %

(© MODI FI CATION OF M NI MUM REQUI REMENT. - - SUBJECT TO THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT, THE MJUNI CI PAL GOVERNI NG BODY MAY PROPOSE
AND ENACT AN ORDI NANCE TO EQUAL OR EXCEED THE M NI MUM
REQUI REMENTS OF THE UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON CODE UNDER THE LAW
GOVERNI NG THE ADGCPTI ON OF ORDI NANCES | N THAT JURI SDI CTI ON.

MUNI CI PALI TI ES MAY ENACT ORDI NANCES PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON

VH CH ADOPT ADDI TI ONAL CODE REQUI REMENTS FOR ALTERATI ONS OR

REPAI RS TO RESI DENTI AL _BUI LDI NGS. MJUNI Cl PALI TI ES MVAY ENACT

ORDI NANCES PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON WHI CH ADCPT STRI CTER CODE

REQUI REMENTS THAN REQUI RED BY THI S ACT FOR THE REGULATI ON OF

UTILITY AND M SCELLANEQUS USE STRUCTURES.

* * %

SECTI ON 701. TRAI NI NG OF | NSPECTCORS.
* x %
(B) CATEGORI ES OF | NSPECTORS. - -

(1) THE DEPARTMENT, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH BOCA AND OTHER
| NTERESTED PARTI ES, SHALL ESTABLI SH APPROPRI ATE CATEGORI ES OF
CODE ADM NI STRATORS.

(2) A CODE ADM NI STRATOR MAY ACT IN PLACE CF A LUMBER

2004051139B1784 - 15 -
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GRADI NG OR | NSPECTI ON AGENCY TO SATI SFY THE REQUI REMENT SET

FORTH UNDER SECTI ON 2303.1.1 OF THE 2003 | NTERNATI ONAL

BU LDI NG CODE OR I TS SUCCESSOR CCDE.

* * %

(D) WAIVER --THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BY REGULATI ON ESTABLI SH A
PROCEDURE FOR THE CONSI DERATI ON OF REQUESTS FOR WAI VERS OF THE
I NI TI AL TRAI NI NG AND CERTI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS FOR | NDI VI DUALS
WHO PRESENT DOCUMENTATI ON THAT THEY HAVE PREVI QUSLY SATI SFI ED
SUBSTANTI ALLY SI M LAR TRAI NI NG TESTI NG AND CERTI FI CATI ON
REQUI REMENTS. THE DEPARTMENT NMAY ALSO CONSI DER PAST WORK

EXPERI ENCE_AS AN | NSPECTOR WHEN DECI DI NG A REQUEST FOR A WAI VER

ANY WAI VER SHALL NOT APPLY TO CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON REQUI REMENTS.

* x %

SECTION 6. SECTI ON 901 OF THE ACT, AMENDED JUNE 22, 2001
(P.L.585, NO 43), IS AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 901. EXEMPTI ONS.

(A)  MANUFACTURED HOUSI NG --THI' S ACT SHALL NOT APPLY TO
MANUFACTURED HOUSI NG VHI CH BEARS A LABEL, AS REQUI RED BY AND
REFERRED TO I N THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 17, 1982 (P.L.676, NO 192),
KNOWN AS THE MANUFACTURED HOUSI NG CONSTRUCTI ON AND SAFETY
STANDARDS AUTHORI ZATI ON ACT, VWHI CH CERTI FI ES THAT | T CONFORMS TO
FEDERAL CONSTRUCTI ON AND SAFETY STANDARDS ADOPTED UNDER THE
HOUSI NG AND COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1974 (PUBLIC LAW 93-
383, 88 STAT. 633), NOR SHALL I T APPLY TO | NDUSTRI ALI ZED
HOUSI NG, AS DEFINED I N THE ACT OF MAY 11, 1972 (P.L.286, NO 70),
KNOWN AS THE | NDUSTRI ALI ZED HOUSI NG ACT.

(B) RELIQ QUS BELI EFS. - -

(1) AN APPLI CANT FOR A CONSTRUCTION PERM T FOR A
DVELLI NG UNI' T OR ONE- ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE UTI LI ZED BY A MEMBER OR

VEMBERS OF A RECOGNI ZED RELI G OQUS SECT MAY FI LE AN

2004051139B1784 - 16 -
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APPLI CATI ON W TH A CODE ADM NI STRATOR TO BE EXEMPTED FROM AN
ELECTRI CAL PROVI SI ON OF THE UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON CODE VHI CH
CONFLI CTS W TH THE APPLI CANT' S RELI G OQUS BELI EFS. THE
APPLI CATI ON SHALL STATE THE MANNER IN VWH CH THE PROVI SI ON
CONFLI CTS W TH THE APPLI CANT' S RELI G OQUS BELI EFS AND SHALL
| NCLUDE AN AFFI DAVI T BY THE APPLI CANT STATI NG THAT:
(1) THE APPLICANT IS A MEMBER OF A RECOGNI ZED
RELI G QUS SECT;
(1) THE RELI G QUS SECT HAS ESTABLI SHED TENETS OR
TEACHI NGS5 WHI CH CONFLI CT W TH AN ELECTRI CAL PROVI SI ON OF
THE UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON CODE;
(1'r1) THE APPLI CANT ADHERES TO THE ESTABLI SHED
TENETS OR TEACHI NGS OF THE SECT; [ AND|
(1'V) N THE CASE OF A DVELLING UNIT, THE DWELLI NG

UNIT WLL BE USED SOLELY AS A RESI DENCE FOR THE APPLI CANT
AND THE APPLI CANT' S HOUSEHOLD[.]; AND
(V) IN THE CASE OF A ONE- ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE, THE ONE-

ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE W LL BE USED SOLELY BY MEMBERS OF THE

RELI G QUS SECT.

(2) A CODE ADM NI STRATOR SHALL GRANT AN APPLI CATI ON FOR
AN EXEMPTI ON | F MADE | N ACCORDANCE W TH PARAGRAPH (1) .

(3) | F AN APPLI CANT RECEI VES AN EXEMPTION FOR [ A
DVELLI NG UNI T] ANY BU LDI NG UNDER THI' S SUBSECTI ON AND THE

APPLI CANT SUBSEQUENTLY SELLS OR LEASES THE [ DWELLI NG UNI T]
BU LDl NG, THE APPLI CANT SHALL BRI NG THE [ DVELLI NG UNI T]

BUI LDI NG | NTO COVPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ON OF THE UNI FORM
CONSTRUCTI ON CODE FROM WHI CH | T WAS EXEMPTED UNDER THI S
SUBSECTI ON PRI OR TO THE [ DWELLI NG UNI T BEI NG SOLD OR LEASED]

SALE OR LEASE OF THE BUI LDI NG UNLESS THE PROSPECTI VE

SUBSEQUENT OMNER OR LESSEE FI LES AN AFFI DAVI T | N COVPLI ANCE

2004051139B1784 - 17 -
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W TH PARAGRAPH (1) (1) THROUGH (1V).
(C)__NATURAL CUT TREES. - - SECTI ON 804. 1.1 ( RELATI NG TO NATURAL

CUT TREES) OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL FI RE CODE (2003) AND ANY

SUCCESSOR PROVI SION IS EXCLUDED FROM THIS ACT. A MUNICI PALITY

THAT ELECTS TO ADOPT AN ORDI NANCE FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON_AND

ENFORCEMENT OF THI S ACT MNAY, BY ORDI NANCE, RESTRICT THE

PLACEMENT OF NATURAL CUT_TREES I N AN OCCUPANCY GROUP. THE

ORDI NANCE RESTRI CTI NG THE PLACEMENT SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO

SECTI ON 503(B) THROUGH (K).

SECTION 7. THE AMENDMENT OF SECTI ON 901(B) OF THE ACT SHALL
APPLY TO PERM TS APPLI ED FOR ON OR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
TH' S ACT.

SECTION 8. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.
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